68 MARCH. 

March was the first month of the ancient year; 
Romulus so placed it in his kalendar. The Ro- 
mans named it after Mars, the god of war, in ho- 
nour of their first monarch, the reputed son of 
that deity ; and also as some suppose from the 
fierce and blusterous winds generally prevalent at 
its commencement. By the Saxons March was 
called Hyld-monatli, or the stormy month. 

If we ramble into woods, or along a shady lane 
we discover large patches of the Dog’s Mercury 
( Mercurialis perennis ) . The flower is green and 
insignificant, the plant grows about a foot high, 
with the leaves which are egg-shaped and cut at 
the edges, growing mostly on the upper part of 
the stem, the flowers are in spikes growing from 
the axil of the leaves. In drying the plant turns 
of a black green. It belongs to the class of Dioe- 
cia and order enneandria— that is, having the sta- 
mens numbering from nine to twelve in flowers 
on one plant, and the pistils only in a different 
plant ; the fertile flowers are succeeded by two 
berries. There is nothing about the appearance 
of this plant to draw our particular attention— it 
is not often noticed, and if it be observed not often 
plucked. There is another species, the Annual Mer- 
cury ( M. annua), possessing no more beauty than 
the first, but is not so often found, being confined 
to particular localities. These flowers belong to 
the natural order — Euphorbiacoe, a family of acrid 
and often milky plants, yielding food and poison, 
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medicine and dye. It derives its name from the 
god Mercury, who is said to have discovered its 
virtues. About the poisonous nature of this plant 
authors in ancient times differed : Gerard thought 
it free from noxious properties, and to be eatable ; 
whilst Ray, in his Synopsis of the British plants, 
gives an account of it as a poison ; which is right 
we do not pretend to say, but there is nothing 
palatable in the taste to cause it to be eaten, and 
its medicinal properties are doubtful. 

RED DEAD NETTLE. 

( Laminum purpureum. ) 

Class — Didynamia. Order— Gymnospermia. 


Is now flowering in waste and cultivated ground, 
growing about eight inches high, the leaves are 
covered with a silky hairiness, especially the upper 
ones, which have a purplish tinge ; they are round 
heart-shaped, with waved edges : the calyx is com • 
panulate, ten-ribbed and five-toothed; and the 
throat of the corolla is inflated, the upper lip is 
entire, the lower one two-lobed. This plant is 
not a favorite ; and perhaps not generally known, 
having nothing in its appearance to attract atten- 
tion, the whole plant being of a dingy colour. 

“ A little herb of dark red hue, 

I met with in my walk. 


